The traditional Marshaliese name for Ebeye is Epja {pronounced "Ebjay"). (The now commonly 
used Americanized name of Ebeye is due to an error in labeling the island on a U.S. map.) The 
traditional name relates to a Marshaliese proverb: Ebja bwe en ja. Ja is a navigation term 
means the outrigger canoe's sail and mast fall onto the outrigger's platform. The proverb 
translates as: Ebeye-bound you'll ja. The legend is that there was a spirit in ancient times 
which deterred canoes from approaching or landing at Ebeye. Canoes violating the taboo would 
ja. Practically speaking, because of winds and currents Ebeye may have been a difficult upwind 
destination from many other islands of the atoll. A contemporary understanding of the Epja 
proverb is: live cautiously, and do not get into trouble. 

Epja (Ebeye) was a location where the chiefs kept their 
commoner wives and sleeping partners. Epja residents 
belonged to the social class called bwidak, the offspring 
of an iroij (Chief) and a commoner wife. 

A Japanese census of Kwajalein Atoll conducted in 1930 
indicates the Marshaliese population of Ebeye to be 19 
people. 8 male and 11 female. It is not until the Mar- 
shaliese Labor Camp is moved from Kwajalein to Ebeye 
that the island becomes really important. 








In 1940. the Japanese 
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also build a ramp and a small fortified base to repair and 
maintain the planes. 

In February of 1944, The U.S. Army captures Kwajalein Atoll 
from the Japanese. At that time, there were approximately 8, 
000 Japanese in the atoll. The Americans build a base in Kwa- 
jalein and bring Marshaliese workers to help in the clean up and 
itruction. They are housed in a special workers camp. In 
►50. the Kwajalein labor Camp became too large and it was 
led to move it to Epja (Ebeye). The census conducted at 
time indicated that there were: 
258 Workers 
97 Children 
75 Dependents 
129 Transients 
TOTAL: 559 people 

In 1951, the Kwajalein Labor Camp moves to Ebeye, the Kwajalein camp is torn 
down. The new camp has 79 houses, toilets, bath nouses, cook houses and water 
catchment cisterns. The U.S. Navy and the Coast Guard use the South end of 
Ebeye for a station. An Ebeye Village Council represents Marshaliese in communi- 
cating with the U.S. Dept of Interior and the Trust Territory Government. The 
Council reports to a Navy Representative in Kwajalein and a Civil Administrator in 
Majuro. 

In December of 1953, the Ebeye Village Council members are: 
Edward Milne (Community Court Judge)(Kwajalein) 
Aronean Mawilon (Magistrate) (Kwajalein A Ebeye 
Oscar de Brum (ScribeX Likiep) 
Atidrik Male ( Kwajalein & Tarwoj) 
Handel Dribo (Kwajalein A Ebeye) 
Meleran Jelke (Ailinglaplap) 
Apija Ajwan (Kwajalein, Wonnak A Era) 
Fredy Naruhn (Likiep) 
Jinna Keju (Mejit) 
Lan Lakabung (Jaluit) 
Marok Leon (Jaluit) 

Joji Aeto (Kwajalein, Era, Eneman A Kinjinbwi) 
Lino Korab (Jaluit, Ebon A Euot) 





In 1953. Jock Tobin. Marshall Islands District 
Anthropologist, conducts a census of Kwajalein 
Atoll. 

The results are: 

Ebeye Island: 981 (226 Navy employees) 

Al( other populated islands (except Kwajalein): 

297 



The initial Ebeye Workers Village consists of 
several deportments: 

Education: a school with 65 students and 2 
teachers housed in a wooden building con- 
structed by the Navy. 
Health: 2 health Aides and a female nurse, 
using a local clinic with suport by the Kwajalein 
Hospital. 

Public Safety: 2 Marshallese constabularymen 
and one Sheriff (Jetmer Felix). 





In 1964 the Army takes over administration of 
Kwajalein from the Navy. It is in this year also 
when a "working order" on the use of Ebeye is 
finally agreed upon by the landowners and the 
Trust Territory Administration. The Iroijlaplap 
(Paramount Chief) rights to Ebeye are held by 
Iroij Jeimata Kabua; his son Lajelan works as his 
business agent. 

According to the agreement, Ebeye consists of 8. 
5 acres of land. 




a census conducted in 
July of 1972 registered 
the population of Ebeye 
at 5,500. Of those. 
600 were KMR employ- 
ees. 

By 1984, the population 
had risen to 8.000. 
The latest figures indi- 
cate that the current 
population of Ebeye is 
12,000. 







In 1961 the United Stotes begins research and development of 
the Nike-Zeus anti-missile system. The island of Lib located 
directly East of Kwajalein is in the path of the missile flight. 
To insure their protection, the islanders are requested to 
relocate to Ebeye for the 5 year duration of the tests. In 
September 21, 1961, the entire population of Lib is moved to 
Ebeye to live in housing provided by the Pacif fc Missile Range 
and the Trust Territory Government. 





ICBM testing created the need for a "safe 
area for the Nike X Program flights. The 
Department of Defense (DOD) and Department . 
of Interior (DOI) established this safe area to } — "fl g7iM|flfcih 
be the group of 13 islands North and West of 
Begeej Pass on the East and Geo Pass on the 
West, except for Ennubirr. In January of 
1965, 395 people were evacuated to Ebeye. 
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a Memorandum of Understanding between the US 
Army (NXPO) and the Trust Territory Government 
on behalf of mid-atoll residents was agreed on. In 
this agreement, residents of the mid-atoll corridor 
would move from their homes for the duration of 
the testing, in return, provisions for mid-atoll 
dents would allow periodical visits to the islands 
when approved by KTS, and compensation would be 
paid to mid-atoll evacuees. It was also agreed that 
housing, food allowances, schooling, medical core, 
employment opportunities at Kwajalein, compensa- 
tion for copra losses and transportation I 
their homes would be provided. 
Due to a miscalculation on the number of mid-atoll 
residents, the compensations originally agreed on 
prooved unsatisfactory and for many years, mid- 
atoll residents were dissatisfied. 







population of Ebeye increased from fewer than 
20 inhabitants in 1930 to 6,000 by 1980. The 1999 
census recorded a population of over 30,000, with 
a land area of 1/8 sq. miles and 80 acres. At a 
rate of 80,000 people per square mile, Ebeye is 
most densely populated island in Micronesia. Popu 
tion has grown due to a combination of facto 
as increased birth rates, decreased death 
and high rates of in-migration. Marshallese have 
moved to Ebeye for a number of reasons, obligat 
relocations, employment opportunities in the Kwaja 
lein Missile Range, as well as enjoyment of the 
amenities of modern Western culture and an urban 
center. The concentration of population in Ebeye 
has produced major challenges. Providing housing, 
health care, schools, adequate sewage, water, 
power and basic infrastructure commodities contin- 
ues to be a struggle. In order to help the commu- 
nity of Ebeye plan and execute local projects, the 
Kwajalein Atoll Development Authority (KADA) was 
formed in 1983 with appointed local leaders. Since 
then, KADA has administered approximately $ 50 

million dollars in Compact funding for the develop- Thc nigh density of p 0pu | a tion in Ebeye has 
ment of Ebeye. In 1986 when the Compact of Free Crcated a situation in wnich sing | e housina uniTs 




Association was signed, the 
Government (KALSov) beet 
responsible for their own Departmt 
Works. 




are, in some cases, providing housing for up to 
40 persons. The United States Government 
provided 308 apartment units in the late 60 's 
under the Ebeye Improvement Plan effort- 
Heavy occupancy and lack of available funding 
for maintenance quickly left many of the homes 
in a deteriorated condition. In addition, 
without a building code, may of the private 
dwellings are considered substandard. 
In oder to alleviate the housing problem, KADA 
built a causeway connecting Gugeegue, Ninji and 
the islands to the North of Ebeye in order to 
expand available land for housing. This project 
was completed in 1992. The effort has not 
produced a noticeable relief on the over- 
ditions of Ebeye. 
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Ebeye has 
:oncern. In 1973 
22 -bed 

hospital facility. Inspite of this effort, by 1977, 
the hepatitis rate in Ebeye was higher than that 
recorded for any island of Micronesia. Soon, this 
facility was inadequate for the number of patient 
visits. This hospital underwent renovations in 
1983. In 1989 a Community Health Center was 
added to attend to an average of 2,000 outpa- 
tient visits per month. Due to storm damage, lack 
of funds for upkeep, and regular wear and tear to 
the building, by the 90's the facility was obvi- 
ously inadequate. In 1994 funding from the 
Department of the Interior was granted to KADA 
for the construction of a new hospital. The new 
45-bed hospital was finally completed in 2002 
with additional funds from the Asian Develoment 
Bank (ADB). 








Island wide electrical power first came to 
Ebeye in 1967 under the Ebeye Improvement 
Plan instituted by the Trust Territory Govern- 
ment. Under this plan also a fresh water pres- 
sure system including additional water storage 
tanks and a pressure salt water system were 
installed to serve the new housing units built at 
that time. Sewer piping was also installed at 
this time. With the rapid increase of popula- 
tion and demand for services, soon these 
systems were overwhelmed. In 1985. a new 
Power Plant and Desalination facility was built 
by Compact funds administered through KAt>A. 
An island-wide sewage system and treatment 
plant was developed in 1986. and in 1988 the 
streets of Ebeye were paved and illuminated 
with street lights. The system was once 
refurbished in 2000 under the Ebeye 
structure Project funded by ADB and 
operating reliably administered by a private 



Educating the large young population is a con- 
tinuous challenge. By 2001 over 60% of the 
population in Ebeye is younger than 18 
old. The school system in Ebeye consists 
public elementary school and several private 
schools. To accommodate the 1,000 student 
enrollment in 1985, a large concrete two story 
structure was built. Also, a Head Start facility 
was finished. The U.S. Government tried to 
address the problem of job-training for Ebeye 
youth by instituting the Job Corps program in 
1986. It is estimated that a total of 1,500 
Marshallese students have benefited from this 
program. 

In the year 1986 the 'Guest Student program 
started in Kwajalein, allowing a selection of 5 
students per year to enroll in the Kwajalein 
School System and continue their education 
through 12th Grade. 

There is no public High School in Ebeye and 
until 1983 students had to go to Majuro or 
Jaluit and board at schools there to receive a 
secondary education in the Marshall Islands 
Currently 2 private church schools in Ebeye 
(SDA and Calvary) and one in Gugeguee (Queen 
of Peace) offer a High School education. 
The College of the Marshall Islands opened a 
regional office in Gugeguee in 1996. This com- 
munity college is currently educating about 125 
students in the fields of Computer Science, 
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the ever-present challenges of overpopulation, 
Ebeye experienced several natural phenomenon that aggravated 
the situation in the island. Tropical Cyclone Roy in 1988, 
Typhoon Zelda in 1991, Typhoon Axel in 1992 and a severe 
drought in 1998-99 caused food, potable water and other major 
problems for the inhabitants of Ebeye. With help from the U.S. 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), new housing 
was built in 1990 to help those who lost their homes during the 
storms. The primary source of water in Ebeye were roof catch- 
ments for rain water. The public water system consisted of 5 
large reservoirs which were filled by catchment and a weekly 
barge from Kwajalein. This system was largely inadequate and 
posed a severe health risk. After the drought of 98-99 the 
need for potable water became critical. FEMA funding helped 
install the reverse-osmosis plant which is currently providing 
adequately for the needs of the island under normal demands. 



